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Abstract 

Keywords: 

Using some specific methods of 

diagnosis the psychologists   make the 

personality profile of a subject that is a 

sketch of the personality structure. In most 

cases the identity of the subject is either 

known or deliberately ignored. 

Recently psychology faced a new 

challenge, that of discovery the identity of 

a subject that does not want to be known
1
. 

This approach is not completely different 

from the classical one. 

For the specialists that investigate 

crimes it is well known the fact that the 

criminal has its own modus operandi. This 

personal style is discovered by the forensic 

specialists starting from the physical 

evidence at the crime scene. Therefore, 

when committing a new crime the author 

will behave in a similar way. 

For certain types of crimes and 

criminals the idea of a modus operandi has 

to be broaden in order to be used in cases 

where physical evidence have been 

destroyed. Due to the literature in the field 

the classical ways can be known by those 

                                                           
1
 Psychoforensics – Alecu Bagdat Organization, 

1998, first scientific conference, Ramnicu Sarat, 

12-14 December 1997, p. 31 

who are to commit a crime, they will not 

leave any evidence or they will plant the 

evidence to lead the police to a wrong 

way. That is why the investigator has to 

search the crime scene for non physical 

evidence which can be essential.  

At the same time there are unusual 

crimes judging by the way they were 

committed or by the motif. But all 

specialists are aware of the fact that the 

personality of these criminals falls under 

psychical pathology but very few 

acknowledge the fact that these 

pathological clues may lead to prognoses 

regarding the behavior of the criminal as 

well as searching and interviewing 

strategies. 

In order to fulfill these necessities 

forensics specialists resort to 

psychological, sociological and 

psychiatrical knowledge in order to 

develop profiling as a new instrument. 

We initiate a plea for using 

personality profiling as a specialized tool 

to provide guidance in forensic research. 

We anticipate the interest of certain 

categories of readers who may include 

forensic experts and criminologists, 

psychologists, sociologists and 
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psychiatrists who are faced with domestic 

violence issues and are training students to 

work in such areas.  

The main documentary sources 

underlying this series of articles are two 

books on the forensic use of psychological 

profile.  

The first one is the book by Ronald 

M. Holmes ''Violent crime profiling - an 

investigative tool'', published in 1989 by 

Sage Publishing , California. Ronald M. 

Homes is a professor of criminology at the 

Faculty of Administration of Justice at the 

University of Louisville. He was invited to 

attend more than 100 cases of murder and 

rape by police departments throughout the 

U.S. He is the author of several books, 

including: ''Serial Killer'', ''Sex Offenders 

and the Justice System.''  

The second book, published in 

translation by George Pruteanu, in 1993, 

by the House FF Press, Bucharest, is 

named 'Killer Hunter”, was written by 

Robert K. Ressler and Tom Shachtman. 

Robert K. Ressler is a former F.B.I. 

retired, who worked in the Department of 

Behavioral Sciences. In this institution he 

has led research projects on the personality 

of the murderer, worked with local police 

in solving difficult cases and has trained 

generations on the forensic technique of 

profiling.  

With the intention to help the 

justice system in fighting crime, 

psychological profiling has three major 

goals:  

1. To provide psychological and social 

assessment of the potential offender. Thus, 

the profile should include key variables for 

the process of identification, such as age 

group, profession, religion, marital status, 

education, etc., some habits. This 

information will reduce the scope of the 

investigation with a direct effect on the 

duration, resources committed and, of 

course, on its outcome. It can predict 

possible future attacks as well as the places 

of these attacks.  

2. To indicate the types of objects that the 

offender will have possession. Thus, the 

search at the residence of a suspect will 

focus on items such as souvenirs, 

photographs, pornographic magazines, and 

others which serve to describe the violent 

episode.  

3. To provide suggestions regarding 

interviewing strategies, knowing that 

offenders respond differently to different 

methods of interrogations.  

Profiling technique is based on the 

elements of behavioral and social sciences, 

but has the characteristics of an art by 

appealing to profiler experience and his 

intuition. It was even created an aura of 

mystery around profilers. They use highly 

specialized knowledge and usually deal 

with difficult cases that have resisted 

traditional approaches (sadistic torture, 

mutilation, arson without justification, 

rape, and murder). 

When a profiler is successful, his 

work is considered a real magic and the 

literary fiction amplifies that perception, 

which is already oversized. The result is 

not always positive. Some specialists 

consider that the profiles are too vague and 

do not bring anything extra, in terms of 

concrete facts to the information gathered 

from the neighborhood bartender. Police 

officers are impressed by the status and 

academic knowledge. The latter tend to 
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confine the knowledge they have acquired, 

remaining far from practical aspects of 

investigative work.  

A precursor of the now widely used 

forensic profiling may be considered the 

personality profile of Adolf Hitler, made 

by the American psychiatrist, Dr. Walter 

C. Langer, at the request of the U.S. Office 

of Strategic Services. During the war and 

the period of full glory for Hitler, U.S. 

military officials wanted to know what is 

his type of personality that makes him 

credible, how he might react if the 

situation would be unfavorable. With the 

help of three research assistants familiar 

with psychodynamic theoretical model, 

Langer has studied all the existing 

documentation and interviews of people 

Hitler had known closely in order to 

provide the Office of Strategic Services an 

objective psychological profile of Adolf 

Hitler which would serve as a common 

basis for future decisions.  

According to this profile, Adolf 

perceived his father as a distant figure. He 

was cold, cruel and brutal in relation with 

his wife and children. On the other hand, 

the mother was seen as delicate, sensitive 

and excessively affectionate. Young Adolf 

has developed a strong libidinal 

attachment to his mother. He wanted her to 

leave his father and to love only him, 

however, in the same way. In his adult life, 

Hitler was not able to develop or sustain a 

close relationship with a woman or a man, 

because he considered them all unreliable. 

His mother would not love him the same 

way that she loved his father, so she - and 

women in general - was not worthy of trust 

or love him.  

Like many dictators, he believed 

himself to be infallible and omnipotent. He 

had divine protection, was empowered to 

liberate Germany and turn it into a global 

superpower. War had been given in 

response to his prayers. When he was 20 

years, young Adolf had grown a beard and 

wanted to become a Catholic priest. 

During the Second World War he called 

himself: ''Christ of German people.''  

It was tried a predilection on the 

development and end of the dictator. 

Several variants have been analyzed and it 

was finally opted for the possibility of 

mental deterioration in the direction of 

schizophrenia, and if defeat will be 

imminent, Langer promised that Hitler 

would commit suicide. The Fuhrer 

threatened that he will take his life, in few 

previous occasions and in addition, he had 

told Rauschning: ''Yes, when the ultimate 

threat comes I will have to sacrifice myself 

to the people.''  

Langer's profile was remarkably 

accurate in its prognoses. Hitler committed 

suicide, never married, and as is clear from 

his writings, seemed to be very close to 

mental illness. He also left several 

arguments to show his inclinations towards 

sexual perversions, urology, and its 

attractions to homosexuality. 

Profiling is based on several 

fundamental assumptions
i
 

The first is that the crime scene 

reflects the personality of the killer. This is 

a crucial assumption, without which 

profiling would not exist because when 

investigating a crime, we have no other 

evidence than that offered by the crime 

scene. Physical and nonphysical evidence 

is that which leads us to the kind of 

personality and finally to the identity of 

the criminal.  
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Another assumption is that the 

offender's personality will remain constant 

in its essential details. The criminal will 

commit a similar crime in a similar manner 

as a result of impulses, compulsions or 

addictions that marks his personality. As a 

test shows a certain type of psycho-

pathology, crime scene shows a deviant 

personality type. For example, an 

investigator will immediately see if an 

offender is sadistic by the nature of 

injuries to the victim.  

Profiling is not far from an 

infallible method. In 1981 an FBI study 

out of 192 cases has made a profile, and 88 

have been solved. Of these 88, only 17% 

of profile cases helped to identify suspects. 

But resolving cases in which it applies is 

not the only criterion by which to 

appreciate the value of profiling technique. 

This technique provides an understanding 

of personality types that commit acts 

unacceptable and incomprehensible, and 

the motivations behind such acts.  

Following the research undertaken 

within the FBI's Behavioral Sciences 

Department a typology of violent 

offenders has been profiled.  

The socially disorganized offender 

type is characterized by the following: he 

is below average in terms of intelligence 

(IQ 80-95), social misfit, unskilled in a 

particular profession, the father has had an 

unstable job and created in the family a 

severe or inconsistent discipline; usually 

he does not drink, lives alone, is nocturnal, 

is not interested in news, lives or works 

near the crime scene and prior to the crime 

could be seen a significant change in his 

behavior, often happens to leave high 

school, is negligent in terms of personal 

hygiene, has secret hiding places, and does 

not usually meet with other people.  

In terms of behavior after 

committing the crime, this type of killer 

returns to the scene, attends the funeral, 

can turn to religion, keeps journals or 

diaries, can change his residence or job.  

As interview techniques it is 

recommended empathy, counseling 

approach, introducing indirect evidence 

and interviewing during the night, as it is 

the period in which this type of offender 

feels the best (source FBI Law 

Enforcement Bulletin, 1985, cf. Holmes, 

1989).  

Such person usually commits 

spontaneous crimes. If they try to change 

the address, he does not move in an 

environment quite different. Some may try 

to enlist in the army, but typically fail.  

Organized criminal antisocial type 

is intelligent, socially adjusted, performant 

in terms of sexual performance, usually 

lives with a partner, has received a severe 

discipline in childhood, has charm and 

masculine appearance, is geographically 

mobile; the etiology of this type of crime 

is usually situational.  

After committing the crime, this 

type of killer returns to the scene, 

volunteers to give information and 

cooperates with the police, may move the 

corpse to hide or he may put it in a visible 

place to be seen.  

As interview techniques, given that 

this offender will admit his act only if it is 

a fact so obvious that he can not deny, it is 

recommended to use direct strategies, 

categorical and precise style in the details 
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(source FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, 

1985 , cf. Holmes, 1989)  

Antisocial criminal is organized in 

everything he does. He claims that there is 

a place for everything and everything must 

be in place. He is antisocial because he 

decided to be as such, is lonely because 

there is not someone good enough for him. 

He has a history of drug use, especially 

alcohol or marijuana. He does not take 

criticism, and thinks very highly about 

himself.  

Differences between the two types 

of offenders are reflected in the differences 

between the scenes of crime.  

For the antisocial type the crime is 

more spontaneous and the victim is 

known. The conversation that takes place 

while the attack is minimal, and the victim 

is depersonalized. The crime scene is 

chaotic, violent, sudden discharges, not 

using public property, and sex is usually 

held after death. The body is moved, the 

weapons are left at the scene and, in 

general, the crime scene abounds in traces 

of the author.  

The antisocial type plans its action, 

seeks a rule, personalize their victim (eg. 

He keeps a souvenir or a picture). He 

chooses a submissive victim, controlling 

the conversation, using means of restraint 

and maintains aggressive sexual acts 

before his death, the body is moved.  

These are only a few items to raise 

awareness and provide a basis for reading 

and experiment in this field. Probably 

much of the knowledge presented is not 

fully known to practitioners. We believe 

that the ability to compare different views 

can lead to better systematization of the 

everyday experience of forensic 

specialists.  

PROFILING METHODS  

A useful analysis is based on the 

principle which holds that behavior 

reflects personality. J. Douglas (Journey 

into darkness, p. 13) classifies the profiling 

process in seven steps:  

1. assessing the criminal act (modus 

operandi: what makes the killer 

commit murder; signature: why, 

that thing that turns him 

emotionally).  

2. comprehensive evaluation of the 

characteristics of the crime scene.  

3. comprehensive analysis of the 

victim or the victims 

(victimology).  

4. preliminary assessment of the 

reports carried out by police.  

5. evaluation issued by the doctor 

who performed the autopsy.  

6. developing a profile of the 

attacker.  

7. investigative suggestions used in 

profiling.  

The next step is to consult the local 

investigators and suggest proactive 

strategies to determine the unidentified 

subject to make a move. This may involve 

meeting with the victim's family, family 

members prepare to deal with mocking 

phone calls coming from the killer, 

working with the media and others.  

B. Karpman psychogenetic inventory 

It is a general guide, a method 

developed by each specialist psychiatric, 

which is in fact psychological analysis.  
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Benjamin Karpman's 

psychogenetic inventory includes 312 

questions (the actual number of questions 

is much larger, the inventory of 312 

questions is a condensed version of the 

current inventory - and even in its 

complete form is just a guide and does not 

include those questions that are prepared 

for each case), and requires the most 

thorough investigation of all types of 

sexual deviations and disorders in order to 

determine the mental state and motivations 

of the killer.  

The inventory 

I. family history (questions 1 to 7)  

II. family situation (questions 8 to 10)  

III. personal past  

A. the birth and early infancy period 

(questions 11 to 12)  

B. childhood (questions 13 to 32)  

C. education (questions 33 to 37)  

D. professional background (questions 

38 to 42)  

E. military past (questions 43 to 45)  

F. habits (questions 46 to 50)  

IV. personality composition: general 

features (questions 51 to 79)  

V. personality composition: characteristic 

features  

A. memory (questions 80 to 84)  

B. particularities of  desire (questions 

85 to 89)  

C. reactions to external factors 

(questions 90 to 92)  

D. uncertainty (questions 93 to 110)  

E. aggression (questions 111 to 125)  

F. guilt (questions 126 to 151)  

G. prejudices (questions from 152-174)  

H. social models (questions from 175-

188)  

VI. antisocial past (questions 189 to 192)  

VII. psychosexual background 

A. early curiosity and interest (from 

193-203)  

B. sexual instruction (questions from 

204-208)  

C. dreams about sex and involuntary 

ejaculations (questions from 209-

213)  

D. masturbation (questions from 214 to 

220)  

E. heterosexuality (questions 221 to 

223)  

F. homosexuality (questions from 224-

240)  

G. voyeurism (questions 241 to 245)  

H. exhibitionism (questions from 246-

249)  

I. sadomasochism (questions 250 to 

256)  

J. travesty (questions 257 to 260)  

K. sequentially (questions 261 to 262)  

L. fetishism (questions from 263-264)  

M. zoophobia (from 265-267 questions)  

N. coprophobia (questions from 268-

274)  

O. necrophilia (questions from 275-

277)  

P. sexual stimulation (questions from 

278-282)  

Q. personal and social factors 

(questions from 283 to 291)  

VIII. dreams (questions from 292-299)  

IX. attitudes, opinions, views  

A. sex (question 300)  

B. marriage (questions 301 to 305)  

C. teaching (questions from 306-312)  

 

Graphology  

Graphology aims to discover the 

personality of a famous author and 

graphoscopia (graphic expertise) identifies 

the author of a writing whose paternity is 

uncertain (unknown or disputed).  
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In graphology it is considering only 

one writing (or more evidence coming 

from the same person), establishing the 

general characteristics and interpreting 

them psychologically.  

Within the Department of Forensic 

there have been for years graphics 

expertise through which officers can prove 

that a document is false or not. Annually, 

there are analysed a variety of documents, 

from letters, calls, notes, forms completed 

by hand to receipts, checks or other official 

documents. Many times, simply by graphic 

expertise, the forensic specialists have 

succeded to find common criminals.  

Tools for measuring writing  

Graphological expertise can be 

ordered ex officio or upon request of either 

party, either for the prosecution or defense 

support, or to prove an action or to combat 

it. Along with other types of expertise 

(medical, legal, psychiatric, accounting, 

engineering), graphic expertise brings an 

important contribution to research material 

evidence, primarily by identifying persons 

and objects.The tools are the same for 

years: an ordinary magnifying glass, 

magnifying glass with reticol (which helps 

to make measurements: point size, the 

figures, the distance between words or 

between rows), microscope and new 

software.  

Details and automatisms  

After photocopying a document it 

is impossible to make such an expertise. 

The police officers examine the original 

document on the tiniest of details: how to 

attack a letter, uppercase and lowercase 

letters. Each person creates a certain 

automatism when you write. Personality is 

reflected very well in the style of writing.  

Public image  

Compare the signature with the rest 

of writing. If it is decorated with all kinds 

of ornaments or written is greater than the 

rest of the letters, he feels the need to 

"embellished" public image. If the 

signature is highlighted it means that he 

likes to be seen as an important person. 

When the signature is followed by a dot it 

means that he always likes to have the last 

word.  

It detects as deep feelings are 

depending on how it is written down. If the 

letters are written down than you are 

dealing with a person who can deny the 

feelings easily. A writing down shows a 

moderate temperament. A very depressed 

writing betrays an intense personality that 

forgets and forgives that.  

The proximity of others is detected 

on the spaces between words. The average 

distance is the length of a "w". If this is  

less than - he likes to approach 

people.  

normal - is a balanced person.  

more (twice "w") - prefers to have 

their personal space, no one enters.  

very high (as three "w") - is 

difficult to get close to him and 

becomes claustrophobic if you try 

to enter his territory.  

regular-sized spaces - complies 

with the view of others.  

irregular spaces - his attitude 

toward the relationship is changing.  
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To see if a person is erratic or not, 

consider the letters "a", "o", "u" and "n". 

Compare their size with extensions letters 

"h", "d" and "l" and "loops" letters "g", "y" 

and "j"  

When the letters in the first 

category are higher than those in the last 

category extensions then it is an expansive 

and extrovert person.  

If points are smaller then he is 

reserved and introverted.  

If the letters vary in size then he is 

a crackpot.  

To detect whether a person is 

violent or quarrelsome you must look at 

letter "p" and his style of writing: if the "p" 

loop is smaller than the rest of the letter, 

then he likes to argue.  

A struggling and cramped writing 

betrays a stingy man (this style is very 

common to accountants).  

A general style of writing tells you 

clearly that he's ready to spend all their 

money with you  

Graphological verdict  

After studying the material and 

examining it closely, the forensic 

specialists make a technical-scientific 

report taking into consideration 

documents, deeds, contracts, file checks, 

invoices, notes on various passports, fake 

stamps. In general, there is no time limit 

on consideration of a document.  

There are some documents to be 

studied and examined in the team.  

The responsibility is very high 

because, according to the verdict that we 

give a person can be blamed or not for 

committing certain facts. 
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